A simple guide for textile companies wishing to apply for the Eco-label. 

It is very important to start with making a flow chart of the products life cycle. 

A flow chart tells us who does what. This is step 1.
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step 2 is to research the suppliers
Does the textile supplier have a flower licence? 

YES: Ask the textile supplier to send their licence number and a letter stating that qualities in question are covered by the licence. Fill in application forms (pages 7.8 and 9 of the users manual) and send the application to the competent body.

NO: Has the textile supplier previously provided flower documentation for another customer?

If YES, then ask them to send the same documentation relevant to your quality. Check to see that the documentation is up to date, fill in the application forms and send them to the competent body.

If NO, proceed to step 3.

Are the suppliers in the flow chart European, Asian or other?

European: proceed to step 3.

Asian or other: Find out if they treat the waste water

If YES: send pages 88, 89 and 90 to be read and filled in (this is to make sure that they conform to the waste water criteria).Proceed to step 3.

If NO: Stop work – cannot certify products.

Step 3. 

Sort out what pages (users manual) apply to the fibre supplier, the spinner, the knitter and dyer.

Find out whether to contact them directly or whether an agent or any other supplier    will do it. 

Find out if there is any wet process other than the dyer and who it is.

Send the relevant criteria and accompanying pages to whom they apply. This way they only get some pages rather than the whole users manual.

Make a folder with an index. Place documentation received in the appropriate place in the folder and check it in the index. 

When all the documentation is received, send your product for the fitness to use tests (pages 104-109 users manual), fill in the application forms and send it to the competent body.

If a supplier is not responding, find out the reason. It could be because: 

· they don’t understand what is required of them

· they don’t want to pay for a test

· They are just not interested in the flower

It is easier to get a supplier to cooperate if the reason why they are not is known.  

Remember to always check if the declaration sheets are filled in correctly (date, ticked boxes, stamped and signed). Check that the tests, safety data sheets and documentation asked for are attached to the declaration.

